CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 




1 . X method for capturing an image using an image capture device, the image 
^capable of including a plurality of objects, each of the plurality of objects being a 
corresponding distanW from the imaging device, the image being associated with a focus 
zone, method comprising the steps of: 

determining if the image matches at least one criteria; 

determining whetherm least one of the plurality of objects is out of focus if the 

image matches the at least one criteria; and 
(c) shiftmg the focus zone so that the at least one object is out of focus if at 
least one of the plurality of subjecrs is not out of focus. 

\ 

iX2. \ The method of claim 1 wherein the step of determining if the image 
matches the at least one criteria (a) further includes the step of: 

(al) \determining the corresponding distance for each of the plurality of objects. 



The method of claim 2 wherein the step of determining if the image 

(a2) cate^gorizing die plurality of objects as being located in a foreground or a 
background based on the corresponding distance, the image matching one of the at least 
one criteria if a first object in the foreground has a first corresponding distance and a 



\ 

V 
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second object in the background has a second corresponding distance. 



/4. \ The method of claim 1 further wherein the step of determining if the image 



matches the at least one criteria (a) further includes the step of: 

1 

(al) ^separating the image into a plurality of zones; 

(a2) analyzing the image in each of the plurality of zones to determine if the 

\ 

image matches the at least one criteria. 



\ 



/5. 



The method of claim 4 wherein the at least one criteria includes the size of 



a particular object *|3f the plurality of objects and wherein the step of analyzing the image 

1 

(a2) further includes the step of: 

(a2i)l determining the amount of each zone and a number of zones which 
the particular object occupies. 



/ 6. The method of claim 1 wherein the image includes a center and at least one 
criterion includes a location of a particular object of the plurality objects being in 
proximity to the center of the image. 



7. The method^f claim 1 wherein the step of shifting the focus zone (c) further 
includes the step of: 

(cl) shifting the focilis zone so that the at least one object is outside of the focus 
zone if the focus zone can be shifted so that the at least one object is outside of the focus 
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zone. 



8. The methoc|yof claim 7 wherein the step of shifting the focus zone (c) further 
includes the step of: 

(c2) adjusting the fd^cu^ztnle so that the focus zone can be shifted so that at least 
one object is outside of the focus 





9. A method for allowing an image having a center to be captured by an 
imaging device, the image capable of including a plurality of objects, each of the plurality of 
objects being a corresponding distance fi*om the imaging device, the method comprising the 
steps of 

determining if the image matches^ plurality of criteria, the step of determining if the 
image matches the plurality criteria fiirther including the steps of 

(al) determining the\orresponding distance for each of the 
plm-ality of objects; 

(a2) categorizing the plurality of objects as being located in a 
foreground or a backgroimd based on the corresponding distance, the 
image matching a first criteria of the plurality of criteria if a first 
object in foregroimd has a first corresponding distance and a second 
object in the background has a second corresponding distance; 
(a3) separating the image into a pluralitjXpf zones; 
(a4) analyzing the image in each of the plurality of zones to 
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16 determine an amount of the image which each of the plurality of 

17 \ objects occupies, the image matching a second criteria of the pluraUty 

18 \ of criteria if the first object occupies a particular amount of the image; 

19 (a5) analyzing the image in each of the plurality of zones to 

20 determine if the first object in the foreground is in proximity to the 

21 center\>f the image, the image matching a third criteria of the plurality 

22 of criteria if the first object is in proximity to the center of the image; 

23 determining whether the second object is out of focus if the image matches the at 

24 least one criteria; \ 

11 (c) determining a focus zone; and 

26 (d) shifting the focus zone so that the at least one object is out of focus if at least 

's. e \ 

one of the plurality of subjects is not out\of focus and if the focus zone can be shifted so that 
the at least one object is out of focus. \ 



f 1 0. An image capture device image for capturing an image capable of including a 

plurality of objects, each of the plurality of objects being a corresponding distance fi-om the 

3 imaging device, the image being associated with la focus zone, the image capture device 

4 comprising: \ 

5 means for determining if the image matches at least one criterion; 

6 means for determining whether at least one of\the plurality of objects is out of focus 

7 if the image matches the at least one criteria; anU 

8 means for shifting the focus zone so that the at least one object is out of focus if at 
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9 least one of the plur^^ty of subjects is not out of focus. 

V 

1 / 1 1 . yThQ image capture device of claim 10 wherein means for determining if the 

2 image matches the at least one criteria further includes: 

3 means for determining the corresponding distance for each of the plurality of objects. 

G/j \ 

1 y 12, The image capture device of claim 1 1 wherein the means for determining if 

2 the image matches the at least one criteria further includes: 

\ 

3 means for categorizing the plurality of objects as being located in a foreground or a 

a \ 

.'=4 background based on the corresponding distance, the image matching one of the at least one 

P \ 

'"4 criteria if a first object in the foreground has a first corresponding distance and a second 

'A \ 

: 6 object in the background hais a second corresponding distance. 

yi \ 

^ i 

r 1 

|°1 / 1 3. The image capture device of claim 10 further wherein the means for 

^2 determining if the image matches the at least one criteria further includes: 
'% means for separating the image into a plurality of zones; and 

4 means for analyzing the image in each of the plurality of zones to determine if the 

\ 

5 image matches the at least one criteria. 

I 

1 ^14. The image captute device of claim 13 wherein the at least one criteria 

2 includes the size of a particular object of the plurality of objects and wherein the means for 

\ 

3 analyzing the image further includes: 
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means for determining the amount of each zone and a number of zones which 
the particular object occupies. 

y 15. \rhe image capture device of claim 10 wherein the image includes a center 
and at least one criterion includes a location of a particular object of the plurality objects 
being in proximityUo the center of the image, 

y 16. The image capture device of claim 10 wherein the means for shifting the 
focus zone further incl|ides: 

means for shifting the focus zone so that the at least one object is outside of the focus 
zone if the focus zone cap be shifted so that the at least one object is outside of the focus 
zone. 



17. The image capture device of claini 16 wherein the means for shifting the 
focus zone fiirther includes: 

means for adjusting the shifting the focus zone so that the focus zone can be shifted 
so that at least one object is o^itside of the focus zone if the at least one of the plurality of 
subjects is not out of focus. 

v/ 18. The\mage capture device of claim 1 wherein the image capture device is a 
digital camera. 
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/ 19. computer-readable medium containing a program for capturing an image 
capable of including a plurality of objects, each of the plurality of objects being a 
corresponding distance^&om the imaging device, the image being associated with a focus 
zone, program including instractions for; 

determining if the image matches at least one criterion; 

determining whether at least one of the plurality of objects is out of focus if the 

image matches the at least one criterion; and 

shifting the focus zone so that the at lea^J one object is out of focus if at least one of 
the plurality of subjects is not out of focus. 

^ 20. ^^e computer-readable medium of claim 19 wherein the instructions for 
shifting the focus^zone fiirther include instructions for: 

shifting theVfocus zone so that the at least one object is outside of the focus zone if 
the focus zone can be shifted so that the at least one object is outside of the focus zone. 



7 21. The computer-readable medium of claim 20 wherein the instructions for 

\ 

shiftmg the focus zone fiirther mclude mstructions for: 

\ 

adjusting the focus zone so that the focus zone can be shifted so that at least one 
object is outside of the focus\zone if the focus zone can be shifted so that the at least one 




object is outside of the focus zone. 

\ 



22. A computer-readable medium containing a program for capturing an image 
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2 having a center to be captured by an imaging device, the image capable of including a 

3 plurality of objects, each of the plurality of objects being a corresponding distance from the 

4 imaging device, t^e program containing instructions for: 

5 determining i^the image matches a plurality of criteria, the instructions for 

6 determining if the image matches the plurality criteria further including instruction for: 

7 determining the corresponding distance for each of the plurality of objects; 

8 categorizing the plurality of objects as being located in a foreground or a 

9 background based on the corresponding distance, the image matching a first criterion 

10 of the plurality of criteria if a first object in foreground has a first corresponding 

S distance and a second \bject in the backgroxmd has a second corresponding distance; 

M \ 

1^ separating the im^e into a pluraUty of zones; 

I I analyzing the image in each of the plurality of zones to determine an amount 

11 of the image which each of the plurality of objects occupies, the image matching a 
1^ second criterion of the plurality^ of criteria if the first object occupies a particular 
f6 amount of the image; 
Vf analyzing the image in each of the plurality of zones to determine if the first 

18 object in the foreground is in proximity to the center of the image, the image 

19 matching a third criterion of the plurality of criteria if the first object is in proximity 

20 to the center of the image; 

21 determining whether the second object isY>ut of focus if the image matches the at 

22 least one criterion; 

23 determining a focus zone; and 
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shifting the focus zone so that the at least one object is out of focus if at least one of 

\ 

the plurality of subjeats is not out of focus and if the focus zone can be shifted so that the at 
least one object is out of^us. 
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